NEW POSTMAGTER
AaalMES DUTIES

C. M. Atkinson Retires From the
Hibbing Office—Submits Re-
port on Development.

- (Range Bureau of the News Tribune)
HIBBING, Oct. 1.—Hibbing has a
new postmaster thls mornlng in the
person of Thomas J. Godfrey, who
succeeds C. M. Atkinson. Mr. God-
frey was recommended for appolnt-
ment by Congressman Mlller early
In July. and recelved his commlis-
slon about a month later, but did not
care to assume charge of the office
until the close of the postoffice quar-
ter, which came last night.

Mr. Godfrey is an old resident of
Hibbing, and is one of the most pop-
ular and likeable men in the ecity,
and will undeubtedly make a good
postmaster. For a time he was con-
nected with the Ollver Iron Mining
company, and about six years ago
he left the company to engage In
the clothlng business, an enterprise
in which he has been very success-
ful.  Mr. Godfrey will contlnue the
clothing business under the manage-
ment of i.eo J. Kilduft,

If second class postoffices are put
uznder the civil service rules — and
President Taft promises to recom-
mend such a move—>Mr, Godfrey will
Temain the postmaster at Hibbing as
Jorg as he lives, or as long as he
wants the job.

Mr. Atikinson retires fram the gov-
ernment service with no regrets, ana
has long looked for the day of re-
lease from a position that was any-
thing but pleasant or profitable to
him. He will take over the personal
ma of his paper busi-
ness; and will make a number of
Iimprovements looking to the better-
ing of the plant ana the newspaper.

When Mr. Atkinson assumed charge
of tha postoffice on July 1, 1906, the
yearly postal receipts were under §17,-
000, while for the current year the
Income will exceed $25,000. In four
years the Hibbing postoffice has
carned Dletter than $10,000 a year for
the government. Money order busi-
mess is not counted as postal re-
ceipts.

During his administration of the
office, Mr. Atkinson inade many im-
provements in the service, and was
only prevented from making others
by the seemingly penurious attitude
of the postoffice department.

Mr. Atkinson labored industriously
Quring his entire term In an endeavor
to secure # better postal service for
the thousands of people residing at
the several mining locations just east
‘and west of the city, and who are
‘entitled to some Telief. The post-
loffice department steadily refused to
see the necessity for action, and the
“nothing doing” sign was continu-
ally on display. .Therc are several
thousand people in thas terrifory men-
tioned, and their only means for
getting mall is through the Hibblng
postoffice,” which many cannot reach
until after the closing hour. It is
hoped Postmaster Godfrey will fare
better, as it is his Intention to take
up the work at once.

Among the more notable improve-
ments made during the past fegr
Years was the addition of more room,
thus providing for doubling the lobby
space; @ better arrangement for Sun-
day and holiday delivery; the placing
of more boxes, and the separating
of the hanking from the postal end
of the business. A rear entrance was
provided, doing away with the haul-
ing of incoming and outgoing mail
through the front lobby. Screening
was placed ocer the fixtures, which
permits of leaving the office lobby
open on Sundays and holidays. A
sub-station was established at the
Palace pharmacy, In the lower end
of the city. The free dellvery was
cxtended to the Penobscot location.
A reglstry department was estab-
lished, and a clerk secured there-
for. Two additional clerks and one
| carrier were secured, and many minor
| fmprovements lookIng to the better-
ment of the service, have heen made
from time to time. 1 It has been a
point of consclence with the working
force to have the mail dlistributed
and the general delivery window open
on the minute. .

The present working force is as
good as can be found in any second
class office In the country, and con-
sists of Earl A, Ellsworth, assistant
rostmaster, who will be retalned un-
der Postmaster Godfrey; Jlss Rose
McElroy, money order clerk and
chiet clerk: Oscar V. Lillledale, dls-
patcher; Miss Ivy Brist, registry clerk;
Miss Mae Brophy, uillfty clerk; Miss
Irene Lauzon, substitute clerk; Theo-
dore Maccy. general dellvery clerk;
Barney Karon, messenger; Ernest L.
Everett, Brent S. Doty, Charles G.
Johnson, Joseph Panter, ity car-
riers. Miss McElroy and Mr. Ever-
ett are the only employes who were
In the office at the time Mr. Atkin.
son became postmaster




